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Chicago entrepreneurs
spend 12 years perfecting
their Wisconsin waterside
hybrid retreat.

The grounds surrounding Chuck and
Gloria Pernacciaro's log home boasts
a sprinkler system that delivers insect
repellant along with hydration. The
unique feature keeps pesky, unwanted
visitors away while family and friends
enjoy an evening by the cozy firepit.
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The 26-foot ceiling height provided the
perfect opportunity to install floorto-ceiling windows that usher in gorgeous views of the Wisconsin Dells.
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The home's interior design
complements its surrounding environment. The oversized cultured stone hearth
gives the living room a
lodge-like feel.

T

o escape the hustle and bustle of
running their
Chicago-based

company during the week, entrepreneurs Chuck and Gloria
Pernacciaro head a few hours
north to relax with family and
friends at their beautiful log
dream home on Castle Rock
Lake in the Wisconsin Dells.
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The location is perfect for the family
that loves water sports and outdoor activities. “Depending on the time of year, we can
fish, hike or hit the snowmobile trails,” says
Gloria.
In addition to the location, the couple had
definite priorities in what they wanted to see
in their home: a large library to house all of
Chuck’s books, a design that accommodates
the needs of their aging parents (and, one
day, their own needs) and plenty of room to
host family and friends comfortably while
also allowing them to have their own space.
Getting the design just right was a 12-year
labor of love for Chuck. “I spent years looking
through magazines and jotting down ideas
that best suited our current lifestyle and our
long-term future,” he says.

The result is a three-level, 6,650-squarefoot home with five bedroom/bathroom
suites, two additional baths, two full kitchens and two living rooms. In addition to the
interior living space, the log home includes a
900-square-foot screened-in porch that runs
the length of the house.
They chose Wisconsin Log Homes
(WLH) to design and construct it. The
company uses its proprietary “Thermal-Log
Building System,” which consists of insulated
northern white pine half logs with vertical
round corners in combination with other
building materials. “This hybrid building
method gave us the freedom to incorporate
the design elements they wanted, including
the beautiful cultured stone work found both
in the interior and exterior of the home,” says

The deep front porch is accentuated by double doors and stone/log
posts indicative of the Craftsman
style, giving this large house a cozy
place to receive friends and family.
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The wood flooring
throughout the house,
including here in the
kitchen, was oiled to a
dull rather than shiny
finish. The result
gives it a rustic look
with character.
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LEFT: Even though the
Pernacciaros love to cook
with company, visitors
and extended family can
make their own meals in
the home’s second full
kitchen located on the
lower level.
RIGHT: The walls of the
guest suite are encased
in northern white pine
logs. The lowered ceiling and alcove create the
feeling of a cabin within
a cabin.

builder Nate Janczak with WLH.
Although the home is quite large, Gloria
advised them: “Don’t just build me a house,
build me a retreat.” Cassie Christianson, an
in-house designer for WLH, took on the
challenge, making it cozy and lodge-like by
keeping the color scheme natural to complement the structure’s exquisite woodwork as
well as its lush surroundings. She also introduced unique lighting, flooring materials
and finishing touches to give the home its
own personality.
The layout of the home is a combination
of an existing WLH floor plan and the home
owners’ ideas. The library not only features
Chuck’s extensive book collection but is also
a reading retreat with windows that make up
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the majority of wall space in the octagonshaped room that overlooks the lake.
The design and square footage allows
guests to enjoy each other’s company but
also gives everyone their space and privacy.
Guest accommodations are located on the
lower level and come complete with their own
living room and full kitchen.
And, thanks to a few accessible design
features that were incorporated into the floor
plan — including an elevator installed postconstruction — Chuck and Gloria’s aging
parents can comfortably enjoy the lake retreat.
This kind of forward thinking and attention to detail will allow the Pernacciaros and
their family and friends to gather together
for generations to come.

ABOVE: Every floor, including the
natural slate in the lower-level living
room, has radiant in-floor heat with
back-furnaces that engage until the
radiant heat kicks in.
RIGHT: The master bath has rustic
character with modern flair. Large
format stone tile incorporates river
rock accents that cascade down the
face to create a waterfall effect on
the Jacuzzi tub.

Copyright © 2016 Cruz Bay Publishing, Inc., El Segundo, CA. This publication may not be reproduced,
either in whole or part, in any form without written permission from the publisher.

DECK
LIBRARY
SUNROOM

DINING
ROOM

BEDROOM

MASTER
BEDROOM

KITCHEN

WIC

FOYER

MASTER
BATH

GREAT
ROOM

LAUNDRY
COVERED
PORCH

MAIN LEVEL

Home details
Log Provider: Wisconsin Log Homes

GARAGE

Square Footage: 6,650
Bedrooms: 5
Bedrooms: 6 full, 1 half
Builder: Nate Janczak,
Wisconsin Log Homes
Designer: Cassie Christianson,
Wisconsin Log Homes

SCREENED PORCH

GRILLING
AREA

FAMILY
ROOM
BEDROOM

KITCHEN

LAUNDRY

BUNK
ROOM
STORAGE

MECH.

LOWER LEVEL
Upper Level Not Shown

TIP

UNEXCAVATED

Like what you see?
Additional photos of this
beautiful home are
available at:
loghome.com/
home-tours
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